Official Publication of the Nevada Landscape Association | www.nevadanla.com

Kill Yellow Starthistle
Before It Spreads
p. 4

25th Annual Trade Show Highlights p. 6
USE PESTICIDES SAFELY p. 8

Beneficial Insects

ALERT!

p. 9

p. 10

2016 — NLA Celebrating 25 Years of Landscape Excellence

APRIL 2016

zzzz New Member Profiles
CHAMPION CHEVROLET

CAPPSURE

SYNLAWN

800 Kietzke Reno, NV 89502
(775) 786-3111

245 Sunpac Ave. Henderson, NV 89011
(702) 429-1790
Email: mike.martinez@cappsure.com

3636 Mayberry Dr., Building A
Reno, NV 89509
(775) 322-9631
Email: ppenrod@synlawn.com

Champion Chevrolet has been family owned
and operated since 1988. Champion
Chevrolet’s goal is to create “TOTAL
CUSTOMER SATISFACTION” by providing
value and quality with all new Chevrolet car/
truck sales and all pre-owned vehicle sales.
To maintain our customers for a lifetime we
strive to provide outstanding service after the
sale, the largest parts department inventory in
Northern Nevada, and a state of the art body
shop.

“Cappsure it” is a field services product that
makes the collaboration and communication
between foremen, landscaping company
and the property owners amazingly simple,
efficient and transparent. The ensuing
“Cappsure effect” provides exceptional value
for everyone in the ecosystem. At the outset,
our product has the following immediate
impacts. Landscapers can now drive
revenues in unprecedented channels. Their
language and computer literacy challenged
foremen now have the ability to create
landscaping proposals in a few clicks. The
supervisors are equipped with a much more
powerful proposal generation software rather
than a strenuous manual process.

While SYNLawn’s brand name has existed for
commercial and residential applications for
only the last decade, our family of artificial
turf products have been manufactured and
distributed under the AstroTurf® brand name
to professional and collegiate organizations
around the globe since 1965. The inventors
of synthetic grass, AstroTurf® are one of
the most iconic brands in sports — as
legendary as the athletes who have battled
on it. SYNLawn®, the brand that created the
synthetic lawn category remains the leading
innovator in artificial grass products for your
commercial and residential applications.

For All Your
Specialty Turf and
Ornamental Needs.
Matt Melarkey | Christina Volsko | Nate Weber
855 East Greg, Sparks, NV

775-358-6166
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A Letter from the President
Dear Members,

F

irst, I would like to give a huge round of applause to all of the time, energy, and
effort that was given towards making NLA’s 25th Trade Show and Conference
the success that it was. If you weren’t in attendance, you missed a phenomenal
opportunity to network with green industry leaders and experience some serious
hands-on learning.
I feel, with a renewed hope, that this year the green industry will see change,
in a positive fashion. With the additional snow pack and valley rain, the intense
drought that we have experienced is starting to see some relief. The partnerships
between the NLA, TMWA, and UNCE concerning community water usage in
landscapes, have also been successful.
The Call for Entries for our Landscape Trophy Awards will be upon us in no
time. I would like to challenge every company that performs landscape construction
or maintenance to enter at least one entry. As an association, we should be proud
of the work that we are performing and ask other non-members to rise up to a
higher standard. Training classes for the Licensed Industry Certified Program
are being currently organized in hopes that we will have the largest number of
candidates certify this August.
Great things are happening in our Industry. I would encourage you as an
individual, or as a business owner, to join the membership and the Board of Directors
and get involved. We meet the first Tuesday of every month. Please feel free to email
me at president@nevadanla.com to ask questions, or provide feedback.
Here’s to 2016 and what we can accomplish.

Pamela C. Bedard

Pamela Bedard, President — Horticulturist

(775) 560-5192

Rick Clark, President Elect — Omega Environmental Solutions		
(775) 376-3334
Heidi Kratsch, Past President — University of Nevada
Cooperative Extension
(775) 784-4848
Debbie Jones, Secretary/Treasurer — Moana Nursery
(775) 825-6020
Christina Volsko, Director — Crop Production Services
(775) 358-6166
Robert Kelly, Director — Robert Kelly Tree Care		
(775) 737-3530
Leslie Lyles, Director — Stewardship Horticultural		
(775) 849-1215
Brian Dean, Director — Gail Willey Landscapes
Tricia Strouse, Director — Legends Landscaping

(775) 853-8733
(775) 829-2468

LANDSCAPE NEVADA is the official publication of the Nevada Landscape
Association, P.O. Box 7431, Reno, NV 89510-7431, phone 775.673.0404, fax
775.673.5828, website: www.nevadanla.com, email: info@nevadanla.com.
QUESTIONS, COMMENTS & SUBMISSIONS
Write to Landscape Nevada at the address above or contact Julia Gardner
at info@nevadanla.com or (775) 673-0404.

NEVADA LANDSCAPE ASSOCIATION PRESIDENT

SPECIAL THANKS
Leslie Lyles for newsletter submissions and editing.
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The healthiest landscapes are those with a fine balance
between beneficial insects and those considered as
pests. As landscape professionals, it is important to
recognize the service beneficial insects provide to our
landscapes and work to protect them. Read more on
page 9.

MISSION STATEMENT
The Nevada Landscape Association provides leadership by promoting
professionalism and integrity within the Green Industry through education,
high standards and community involvement. We guide policy and uphold
responsible resource management for the beautification and enhancement
of our community.

PUBLISHED BY JUST IMAGINE MARKETING AND DESIGN
WWW.JUSTIMAGINEMKTG.COM

www.nevadanla.com
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Kill Yellow Starthistle Before It Spreads!
By Wendy Hanson Mazet, University of Nevada Cooperative Extension

F

or decades, agencies in California, Utah, Idaho, Oregon and Arizona have
been working to stop the spread of noxious weeds into Nevada, and from our
state to theirs. As professionals in the field, we all understand the difficulty of
dealing with weeds, especially those that are classified as state noxious weeds.
Noxious weeds are regulated by the Nevada Department of Agriculture and
defined by the Nevada Revised Statutes as “any species of plant which is, or is
likely to be, detrimental or destructive and difficult to control or eradicate.” Per NRS
555.130: “The State Quarantine Officer may declare by regulation the weeds of the
state that are noxious weeds, but a weed must not be designated as noxious which
is already introduced and established in the State to such an extent as to make its
control or eradication impracticable in the judgment of the State Quarantine Officer.”
Nevada has adopted a breakdown of noxious weeds into three categories (A,
B and C). Category A weeds are those that are generally not found or have limited
distribution throughout the State. Yellow starthistle (Centaurea solstitialis) is a
Category A noxious weed that is in our northwestern Nevada area and is increasing
in number of populations. This plant has the potential to very soon become a
category B noxious weed. Category B weeds are generally established in scattered
populations in some counties of the State.
While some noxious weeds are challenging to control at any life stage, yellow
starthistle can be easily controlled in the seedling stage. As a winter annual, its
seeds germinate in fall or early spring, and it relies on seed production for continued
spread and survival. However, a single plant has the potential to produce up to
150,000 seeds, so early control is critical to eradication from an area. The flowers
are bright yellow with sharp, one-inch tan-colored spines at the flower base. The
stems and leaves are covered with white cobweb-like hairs that make the plant
appear gray-green early in the year. In northern Nevada, it begins flowering in May
to June and can be easily recognized from the roadside.
Yellow starthistle is believed to have its origins in Eurasia. It was first documented
in California in 1869. It has now invaded most of the western United States and
has accounted for millions of dollars spent annually on control, not to mention the
losses in property values and livestock deaths. The plant is a heavy water user,
costing the state of California millions of dollars in lost water for wildlife, agriculture
and municipal use. It is toxic to horses, and causes mouth ulcers and a neurological
problem known as chewing disease. Many horses are euthanized in severe cases.
County and state road agencies consider yellow starthistle one of the most
important roadside weeds to manage, as the plant is most commonly spread by
equipment and vehicles. Control of this weed should also be a priority for home and
business owners, because its presence will dissuade customers from visiting, lower
property values and cause areas to become unusable after it flowers. The spines
produced around the flower base can easily penetrate through blue jeans and cause
a painful burning sensation when they make contact with the skin. The plant grows
at just the right height to cause eye damage to small children and dogs.
Mechanical control of small areas can work when landowners are diligent, and
plants are removed before seed drop. Mechanical controls may not be effective
where there is an established seed bank and labor cost will be high. Chemical
control is considered the most economical and effective method for this plant after
it has become established. Because of the cobweb-like hairs on the leaf and stem
tissue, it is advisable to use an adjuvant to help the chemical of choice adhere
to the tissue. Colorants can also help to show applicators the percentage of the
plant that has been coated with the chemical spray. Early detection, control and
prevention are essential, as this plant is already becoming well-established and has
great potential to spread across all of Nevada.
(SOURCE: DITOMASO J.M., KYSER G.B., PITCAIRN, M.J. 2006. YELLOW STARTHISTLE MANAGEMENT GUIDE.
CALIFORNIA INVASIVE PLANT COUNCIL)
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GET CERTIFIED!
Our Sponsors

ASK ABOUT
OUR TEST
DISCOUNTS

Certiﬁy In One or All Five Designations

(1) Softscape Install

(2) Hardscape Install
(3) Irrigation

(4) Turfgrass Maint.

(5) Ornamental Maint.

WRITTEN TEST:

August 26, 2016

HANDS-ON TEST
August 27, 2016

At Truckee Meadows Community College
7000 Dandini Blvd, Reno, NV 89512

PERSONAL ACHIEVEMENT
r INTERNATIONAL
INDUSTRY RECOGNITION
r CLIENT RECOGNITION
r

CAREER ADVANCEMENT
r REQUIREMENT OF MANY
COMMERCIAL &
MUNICIPAL JOBS
r

Benefit to You

ation enhances
your professionalism!
www.NevadaNLA.com

o you may include:

For test application and more information, visit the NLA website
& click on the “Certification” tab. Or call Julia Gardner at
775-673-0404 or email info@nevadanla.com

e of personal achievement.
sed respect and recognition in the industry or profession.
www.nevadanla.com
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— 25TH ANNUAL TRADE SHOW HIGHLIGHTS —

Arboriculture Track, Safety Demonstration
in the Field with Chris Bruner
and Jared Abrojena

T

he Nevada Landscape Association is celebrating 25 years of Landscape Excellence and our Annual Trade Show and Conference is dedicated
to promoting the green industry through education, collaboration and networking. The Trade Show and Conference, which is held at the RenoSparks Convention Center, has grown significantly throughout the past few years. Given all the new growth coming to Northern Nevada, the
NLA is here to help provide businesses with the resources necessary to grow and thrive.
This years Trade Show featured industry leaders within the green community.These leaders include equipment wholesalers such as Cashman
Equipment, Outdoor Power, Sunstate Equipment, Cal-Line Equipment, and Bobcat of Reno. Equipment rental needs can be acquired from Ahern
Rentals, which offers high reach and heavy construction equipment
rentals. Western Nevada Supply, Ewing, Hunter Industries, Titan
Construction Supply, and Crop Production Services cover all
irrigation and product needs. For wholesale plants and trees Village
Nursery, Green House Garden Center and Natures Enhancements
provide a great variety that thrive here in Northern Nevada. The one
stop for all turf, hardscape, rock, and soil needs is Western Turf,
and Full Circle Compost provides all natural compost, soil blends,
mulches and more to create nutrient-rich soils. Nevada Division of
Forestry and Nevada Shade Tree Council attended the Trade Show
to promote tree planting and related educational programs for tree
care and maintenance in the Northern Nevada Region.

Ahern Rentals, Western Turf & Western Nevada Supply
Bobcat of Reno, Synlawn &
Sonsray Machinery
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Steve Klotz speaking on Installation of Retaining Walls
in the Hardscape Track

Brian Dean speaking on Turf Removal, Tree Roots and
Water Needs in the Turf & Irrigation Track

This year’s conference offered certified education units (CEUs) for the International Society of Arboriculture, Landscape Industry Certified, Interlocking Concrete Paver Installation, NV and CA Pest Control operators and Golf Course Superintendents Association of America. Industry tracks
included a Nursery and Hardscape Track, Arboriculture Track, Turf and Irrigation Track, and Pesticide Track. The Arboriculture Track offered
a three hour Safety Demonstrations in the Field with speakers Chris Bruner, from Bailey’s, Inc. and Jared Abrojena, from Evergreen Tree Care,
respectively, using a 30 foot tree trunk as an educational aid. Speaking from the Nursery Track, Jeff Corbett who represents Bountiful Farms,
Matsuda’s by Green Acres, and Van Essen Nursery Company gave a talk on New Plants to the Trade, which offered great insight on new plant
varieties to bring into the region for more robust landscape designs.

TurfGro PLUS Premium Fertilizer

treating your

Fertilizer with attitude.

like

TurfGro fertilizers are formulated for your soil, for your region and are now
available in formulas that don’t have to be watered in*!

Combination
Fertilizer

Currently available with

Natural
Fertilizer

Original
Fertilizer

Slow Release
Fertilizer

Ornamental
Fertilizer

Coming soon with

APEX-10

*Can be applied
without water

Contact your local Horizon store to learn more.
Henderson
702.435.9471
371 Julia Street

Las Vegas
702.362.4224
8298 Arville Street

Las Vegas North
702.656.8150
6164 W. Alexander

TurfGro PLUS is sold
exclusively at

irrigation | outdoor living | landscape | equipment

www.nevadanla.com
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“National statistics
indicate that an average
of 30 people die each year
from accidental pesticide
poisoning.”

Use Pesticides SAFELY
By Heidi Kratsch and Melody Hefner, University of Nevada Cooperative Extension

P

esticides are often a necessary part of keeping residential and
commercial landscapes beautiful and healthy. But we must
remember that pesticides are toxic materials, and their toxicity is
rarely limited to the target organism. The risk to human health from
pesticide exposure varies based on the toxicity of the pesticide and
whether or not it was used properly. National statistics indicate that an
average of 30 people die each year from accidental pesticide poisoning.
It is easy to become complacent and careless while mixing and using
these chemicals, especially when you have been using them for years.
So, here are some things to remind yourself so that you or your clients
do not become another statistic.
The most hazardous time during pesticide use is the mixing and
loading operation. It is during these tasks that you may be exposed to
the chemical in its most concentrated form and in greatest quantity.
The possibility of spills, splashes or inhalation of vapors during these
activities is high.
Wear the appropriate protective clothing during mixing of pesticides,
and use a respirator if indicated on the pesticide label. Have first aid
equipment available in case of accidental exposure. Never work alone
when handling very hazardous pesticides. Use the buddy system so
that if you become contaminated or incapacitated, your buddy can call
for help.
Mix chemicals outside or in a well-ventilated area. Keep exposed
parts of your body away from seals or pouring spouts. Open sacks
with a knife rather than ripping or tearing to avoid billowing of dusts or
powders. Never mix or load pesticides near a body of water, such as
a stream, pond, lake or well. Be especially cautious where spills may
be washed into storm drains. Storm drains in our area flow by way of
pipes into the Truckee River.
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Once pesticide concentrate containers are empty, containers
should be rinsed three times with water or other diluting liquid. Allow
30 seconds for draining after each rinse. Drain each rinse into the spray
tank before filling it to the desired level. Clean up spilled pesticides
immediately. Wash protective gloves thoroughly with soap and water
before removing them. Replace used protective gloves frequently.
OTHER TIPS TO KEEP YOU AND YOUR CLIENTS SAFE:
4 Read the label – every time you use the product. Details are
easily forgotten, and labels are revised frequently.
4 Always wash your hands before eating, drinking, smoking or
using the restroom.
4 Avoid accidental poisoning during pesticide application by
removing your gloves and/or over-garment before you wipe
the sweat from your face, eyes, nose or mouth.
4 Separate your pesticide-contaminated clothes from your
family’s wash load. Do not store or wash them together.
4 Notify your clients about the pesticide(s) you have used
and where they were applied. Provide them with safety
information, and what precautions they should take to
prevent accidental exposure. Keep a copy of the Material
Safety Data Sheet in your truck to show them.
Personal harm from pesticides is most likely to happen when the
user is uninformed, but many pesticides mishaps occur because the
user is distracted or in a hurry. So stay sharp, and be safe out there!

Preserving a Natural Balance
in the Landscape
							
								By Leslie Lyles, M.S., Stewardship Horticultural

When we kill off the

natural enemies of a pest,
we inherit their work.

GREEN LACEWING

– C.B HUFFAKER

N

ot every bug in the landscape is a bad bug; less than 2 percent
of the insects in the world are harmful, most are beneficial. The
healthiest landscapes are those with a fine balance between
beneficial insects and those considered as pests. As landscape
professionals, it is important to recognize the service beneficial insects
provide to our landscapes and work to protect them. Following is a
description of some of the most common beneficial insects in our
landscapes:
The common green lacewing is a beneficial insect which naturally
controls many different pests. The adults feed on pollen and nectar,
but the larvae feed on insect pests such as aphids. Lacewing larvae
are similar in appearance to an alligator with pincers like tiny ice tongs.
They vigorously attack their prey, injecting a paralyzing venom then
drawing out the body fluids of the victim. These larvae feed on just
about any soft-bodied pest including cottony cushion scale, spider
mites, thrips, caterpillars, insect eggs, etc. During the two to three
weeks in this stage larvae will devour up to 200 victims a week.

PRAYING MANTIS

The ladybug, also called the ladybird beetle, is one of the most
popular beneficial insects. Both the adult and the dark gray and
orange marked larvae will feed on pests. After a few days of feeding,
the female ladybug will deposit her eggs under a plant leaf or on the
stem. The amount of eggs laid depends on the pest population. In
most cases, eggs are laid on or near plants infested with large numbers
of aphids. Within seven days the tiny eggs hatch and quickly begin
feeding on many soft-bodied pests, mites, and insect eggs. Larvae will
eat approximately 400 aphids prior to pupating. Adults will consume
more than 5,000 aphids during their lifetime.
The praying mantis will attack just about any insect in its path.
Adult females will deposit 1 to 5 egg cases on bushes and flower
stalks. Egg cases overwinter and will hatch the following spring. These
egg cases are very hardy, surviving subzero temperatures. Each egg
case will yield approximately 50 to 200 predators who will go to work
consuming pests in the landscape.

LADYBUG

www.nevadanla.com
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Parasitic wasps are one of the most abundant natural enemies
available. Providing a variety of plants in the landscape such as Queen
Anne’s lace, yarrow, comfrey and butterfly weed (Asclepias sp.) will attract
parasitic wasps. Leaving these plants over winter to provide shelter to wasp
populations improves the overwintering success of wasp populations. It is
desirable to have high populations of parasitic wasps early in the season,
so they can go to work immediately.
Honey bees are one of the most important beneficial insects; bees are
responsible for pollination of virtually ALL of our food crops. Albert Einstein
once said “If the bee disappeared off the face of the earth, man would only
have four years left to live.” That alone is one very good reason to do our
part in insuring that our landscape practices are helping to preserve bees
and other beneficial insects.
So, what can one do to help protect beneficial insects? There are a
number of steps that can be taken to minimize damage to unintended
targets. These include:

If the bee disappeared off
the face of the earth,

man would only have four
years left to live.

– ALBERT EINSTEIN

4 Educating clients that not all insects are bad and that even the pests
should be tolerated if their numbers are low.
4 Spraying with insecticides only when pest populations are great
enough to cause significant damage.
4 Avoiding spraying plants when they are in bloom.
4 Treating only infested plants; avoid routinely spraying the entire
landscape.
4 Knowing what you are spraying! Learn what the different life-cycle
stages look like for both beneficial insects and pests.
4 Maintaining the health of landscape plants; a healthy plant is less
susceptible to attack from insect pests, thus reducing the need for
control measures.
Beneficial insects are often slow to colonize a yard and their populations
recover slower than pest populations. Providing a variety of plant material
that will support a diversity of insects will help attract and maintain
beneficial insects in the landscape. A good Integrated Pest Management
strategy is important in helping maintain a healthy balance between pest
and beneficial insects. Although it is important to bring pest populations
below damaging levels, it is not necessary to completely eradicate
undesirable insects. In fact, leaving some pests alive will help maintain the
populations of beneficial insects, thus allowing a decrease in dependency
on chemical application. Educating and working with homeowners is the
first step in helping to preserve beneficial insect populations.

HONEY BEES

Not every bug is a bad bug! Many beneficial
insects reside in our landscapes. To protect
beneficial insects in the landscape...
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Treat yards and gardens with insecticides only when pest populations are great enough
to cause significant damage.

3

When treating is necessary, use least toxic methods/products.

3

Don’t spray the entire yard with insecticides. Spot treat problem plants/areas only.

3

Don’t over-use systemic insecticides. Beneficial insects are harmed when they feed on the dying pests.
Mite populations can explode without the beneficial insects to keep them in check.
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MEET YOUR EXECUTIVE BOARD MEMBERS
Pamela Bedard, NLA President
City of Reno Parks, Recreation and Community Service
Horticulturist
(775) 334-2270; bedardp@reno.gov; president@nevadanla.com
Pam has 22 years in horticulture industry. She obtained B.S. in Ornamental Horticulture at Utah State
University and moved to Reno in 2003. Her previous employment within the industry includes Reno
Lawn & Landscape, Moana Nursery, Legends Landscaping, and Peri Landscape Construction. Currently
Pam is the Horticulturist for the City of Reno. She was the recipient of the 2014 Ambassador for the
Landscape Industry Award.

Rick Clark, President Elect
Omega Environmental Solutions
(775) 376-3334; rick@omegaenvironmentalsolutions.com
Rick has worked in the horticulture industry for 40 years. He is a former member & chair of City of
Reno Urban Forestry Commission. Currently Rick is an executive board member of NLA and chair
for Landscape Industry Certified program. Rick is a Horticulturalist, environmentalist, and irrigation
specialist. His recent accomplishments include winning the NLA 2015 Lifetime Achievement Award and
the Education Award in 2002 & 2015.

Heidi Kratsch, Ph.D., Past President
University of Nevada Cooperative Extension
Northern Area Horticulture Specialist
(775) 784-4848; kratschh@unce.edu
Heidi’s interests and expertise are in urban horticulture, water-efficient and native plant landscaping,
and sustainable plant production. She is a certified Horticulturist and has taught classes for pesticide
applicator and certified arborist training. Heidi has been in the horticulture industry for 16 years. She was
previously at Utah State University for six years and at Iowa State University for four years.
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including insurance, financing
services and a wide array of
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selection of business tools
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465 Tacchino St. Reno, NV 89512
www.westernturf.com
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775.356.8873
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• Full selection of Decorative Rock, Soil
& Construction Aggregate
• Largest Selection of Pavers & Retaining
Walls in Northern Nevada
• Hardscape Supplies, Fertilizers & more
• Sod, of course!
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We have all your project needs:
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We are your one stop shop!

NC

TURF & HARDSCAPES

NC

consulting services, training
programs, legal consultations,
HR programs, and more.

Find out all the benefits of being an LCIS customer.

Call (800) 628-8735

or go to www.lcisinc.com for more details.
Specialized Insurance & Business Services
for Members of the Green Industry
Proud Member: ALCA, CLCA, ALC, ILCA, TNLA,
NAPWL, NLA, NCNLA, SNLA, UNLA
CA LIC # 0755906

Subject to terms and conditions and participation eligibility requirements.

www.nevadanla.com
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